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Mission Statement  

 

ò...This is my beloved Son with whom 

I am well pleased; listen to Him.ó  
Matt. 17: 5 

Mission Statement  
The Catholic Charismatic Center is dedicated to bringing all people to the full life of Jesus Christ and                     

His Church through the Empowerment of the Holy Spirit  



OFFICE, STAFF, MASS, & RECONCILIATION INFORMATION 

OFFICE STAFF:                                                                  
Alicia Driscoll, Assistant to Administrator………….....…..Ext. 102 

Aleida Hinojosa, Administrative Assistant to Director……Ext.  101 

Jennifer Benitez, Receptionist…………………………….. Ext. 100 
Ann Martinez, English Ministryééééé.…..…………...Ext. 103 
Joe Lopez,  Security/Maintenance……………….…….…. Ext. 111 
Gloria Morales, Hispanic Ministry Assistant……….…... Ext. 104 
José Molina,  Security/Maintenance………………….… Ext. 111 
Margaret Colunga, Data Management………..…...…….. Ext. 110 
Mela Gutierrez, Bookstore Assistant…………………….. Ext. 113 
Noris Redondo, Hispanic Ministry Coordinator…......… Ext. 109 
Skip Davey, Administratoréééé..éééé.ééé.é. Ext. 108 
Teresa Valadez, Bookstore Managerééé……………… Ext. 112 

 
MARRIAGE & ANNULMENTS PREPARATION: 

Deacon Michael Garcia…...…………………………………….Ext.  114 
 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
Fr. David  Bergeron…………………………………..……..…..Ext. 107 

 
ENGLISH MINISTRY: 

Ann Martinez,  Coordinator ……………………………... Ext. 103 
 

HISPANIC MINISTRY: 
Noris Redondo, Coordinator………………………….…... Ext. 109 
Gloria Morales, Assistant….………………………….…... Ext. 104 

 
BOOKSTORE HOURS 

Tuesday……..10:45 am  -  2:00 pm 
Wednesday….10:45 am  -  2:00 pm 
Thursday….… 5:30 pm  -  7:30 pm  Not open after Mass 
Friday……….10:45 am  -  2:00 pm and  6:00-8:00pm  
Sunday………12 Noon  -  1:30pm After  Mass Only 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED  
MASS AND EVENTS 

 

§MONDAY:  Center and Offices Closed 

§TUESDAY: 12:00 Noon -  English MASS / Chapel 
§WEDNESDAY: 9:30 Rosary in Foyer 
                         10:00 First Wednesday Adoration of the 
                                Blessed Sacrament in Main Sanctuary 
                         12:00 Noon-Spanish Mass / Main Sanctuary  
         Prayer teams are available after Asamblea 
          7:00 - 9:00 pm - Womenõs Bible Study, Room 120 
§THURSDAY: 6:00 - 7:00 pm - Adoration of the 
                          Blessed  Sacrament in the Chapel 
       6:30 - 7:00 pm - Rosary before Mass - Main Sanctuary 
       7:20 - 7:30 pm - Praise & Worship-Main Sanctuary 
       7:30 pm -  MASS  
      2nd Thursday of each Month before Mass  
     Blessing of the Salt, Water and Oil. 
§ FRIDAY: 12:00 Noon -  English MASSñChapel 
                      7:00 pm - First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
      8:00 pm Spanish Mass 
§SATURDAY:  Scheduled Events 
     6:00am Fishers of Men Prayer GroupñRoom 111  
     8:30am Mass for Life/Chapel  
§SUNDAY: 9:00 am -   9:45 am - Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
     9:30 am - 10:00 am - Liturgy of the Hours (Chapel) 
     10:00 am - 10:30 am - Praise & Worship Main Sanctuary 
     10:30 am - MASS 
     Nigerian Mass:  2nd  Sunday 1:00 pm in Main Sanctuary  
     Fellowship upstairs in fellowship hall after Mass  
                    Vietnamese Mass every 4th Sunday at 3:00 pm rm. 111 
§SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
    Please call the office for appointment. 

§ SACRAMENT OF  RECONCILIATION:   

 Sundayééé..  9:30 am -  10:20 am  
 Wednesdayé...11:00 am  - 11:50 am 
 Thursdayéé... 6:30 pm -    7:20 pm 
  Fridayéééé..6:30 pm -    7:50 pm                         

For Baptisms, email Marisa at: marisawilks@yahoo.com                                    

MAILING ADDRESS:  
1949 Cullen Blvd., Houston, Texas 77023  
P.O. Box 230287, Houston, Texas 77223  
Off: (713) 236 -9977  Fax: (713) 236 -0073  
 

Web Page: www.cccgh.com  
OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday  ......................  Closed  
Tuesday  .....................  9:00 am to 4:00 pm  
Wednesday  ................  9:00 am to 4:00 pm  
Thursday  ...................  9:00 am to 4:00 pm  
Friday  ........................  9:00 am to 4:00 pm  
 

PASTORAL STAFF:  
Rev. Mark Goring, CC, Director  ................  Ext. 105  
Rev. Francis Frankovich, CC, Assoc. Dir.. Ext. 106  
Rev. David Bergeron, CC, Assoc. Dir.  .......  Ext. 107  
 

Director Emeritus: Rev. Richard Paulissen, M.M.  
r.paulissen@yahoo.com  

 Prayer Intentions 
Julirta Hernandez, Teresa Morales, Sr. Kathleen Smith, Ector Ma-
ta, Karen Davis, Johnny Gonzalez, Phocion & Cheryl Park, Toni 
Ford, Epifania Denbo, Mary Ann Colunga, Ronald Balsam, Fr. 
Greg Gregory, Theresa Valadez, Ivonne Rodriguez, Matilda & 
Robert Gonzales, Bernadette Garza, Eunterio Flores, Fr. Francis 
Frankovich, Conchita Bruno, Omar Eduardo Pena, Adam Sanchez, 
Telma Ferari, Gus Kemp, Nora Elizondo, Ruben Granados, Chris 
& Marco Lopez, Carmen Velasco, Adrianna Lopez, Edgar Lopez, 
Dawn Peters, Victorio Rangel, Pam Winkler, Sandi & Bobbi Em-
besi, Kathy Ricks, Humberto Isassi III, Jane Woodring, Jesse Flo-
res, Alyssa Martinez, Gloria Castro, Dorita Martinez, Victor Vil-
larreal, Suzanne Elizondo, Joshua Castro, Monica Garcia, Preston 
Lewis, Flor Vasquez, Rudy Reyna, Catalina Rivera, Mack Arevalo, 
Javier Lazo, Elsie Cobb, Mary Hood, Benjamin Thomas, Rudy 
Terrazas, Deacon Gerald DuPont, Jesus Lopez, Elijah Mondragon, 
Abraham Flores, Mary & Jesse Cordero, Barbara Ryan, Virginia 
Gonzalez, Sandra Longoria, Alyssa Hernandez, Rita Ochoa, Linda 

McKnight, Roger & Martha Sherman                                                                                      
In Memoriam                                                                   

† Isidro Saldana †Santos Martinez † Jackie Lyons †Anthony Flores                                                                                                                                            

 MASS FOR LIFE  
Every Saturday 8:30 am 
Followed by a Rosary at  

Planned Parenthood 4600 Gulf Fwy. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 12, 2017 
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;  
 Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 

       Join us @ 6:30 pm in the  
Sanctuary to pray the  

Holy Rosary Every Thursday  
Evening before  Mass  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Second Sunday of Lent;  

 Daylight Saving Time begins;  

Friday: St. Patrick; Abstinence 

Saturday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mary+and+the+rosary&view=detail&id=7A085D5DC0A3F1E3023922708F5A05E8A0BA29DF&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


THIS WEEK AT THE CENTERé..               THE SECOND SUNDAY  OF LENT                      MARCH 12, 2017 

The Prophets ~ Bible Study  
When: Tuesdays    Where: Room 108       Time:7pm - 9pm 

Cost: Free No Pre-registration necessary  

Does the Catholic Church Still 

Believe in Purgatory? 
A Misunderstood and Maligned Teaching Of all 
of the teachings of Catholicism, Purgatory is proba-
bly the one most often attacked by Catholics them-
selves. There are at least three reasons why that's so: 
Many Catholics do not understand the need for Purgatory; they do not 
understand the scriptural basis for Purgatory; and they have been unin-
tentionally misled by priests and catechism teachers who themselves 
do not understand what the Catholic Church has taught and continues 
to teach about Purgatory And so many Catholics have become con-
vinced that the Church quietly dropped her belief in Purgatory a few 
decades ago...                                                                                                       
What Does the Catechism Say About Purgatory? To see this, we 
simply need to turn to paragraphs 1030-1032 of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. There, in a few short lines, the doctrine of Purgatory 
is spelled out: All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still im-
perfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but 
after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness 
necessary to enter the joy of heaven. The Church gives the name Pur-
gatory to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different 
from the punishment of the damned. The Church formulated her doc-
trine of faith on Purgatory especially at the Councils of Florence and 
Trent. There is more, and I urge readers to check out those paragraphs 
in their entirety, but the important thing to note is this: Since Purgatory 
is in the Catechism, the Catholic Church still teaches it, and Catholics 
are bound to believe in it.                                                                                                                                                                                                        
/ƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ Purgatory With Limbo So why do so many people think 
that belief in Purgatory is no longer a doctrine of the Church? Part of 
the confusion arises, I believe, because some Catholics conflate Purga-
tory and Limbo, a supposed place of natural bliss where the souls of 
children who die without having received Baptism go (because they 
are unable to enter Heaven, since Baptism is necessary for salvation). 
Limbo is a theological speculation, which has been called into ques-
tion in recent years by no less a figure than Pope Benedict XVI; Pur-
gatory, however, is doctrinal teaching                                                                                                                                                               
Why Is Purgatory Necessary? A bigger problem, I think, is that 
many Catholics simply do not understand the need for Purgatory. In 
the end, all of us will wind up either in Heaven or in Hell. Every soul 
that goes to Purgatory will eventually enter Heaven; no soul will re-
main there forever, and no soul that enters Purgatory will ever end up 
in Hell. But if all of those who go to Purgatory are going to end up in 
Heaven eventually, why is it necessary to spend time in this intermedi-
ate state? One of the lines from the preceding quotation from the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church—"to achieve the holiness necessary to 
enter the joy of heaven"—points us in the right direction, but the Cate-
chism offers even more. In the section on indulgences (and yes, those 
still exist, too!), there are two paragraphs (1472-1473) on "The punish-
ments of sin": [I]t is necessary to understand that sin has a double 
consequence. Grave sin deprives us of communion with God and 
therefore makes us incapable of eternal life, the privation of which is 
called the "eternal punishment" of sin. On the other hand every sin, 
even venial, entails an unhealthy attachment to creatures, which must 
be purified either here on earth, or after death in the state called Purga-
tory. This purification frees one from what is called the "temporal 
punishment" of sin. . . .The forgiveness of sin and restoration of com-
munion with God entail the remission of the eternal punishment of sin, 
but temporal punishment of sin remains. ¢ƘŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǎƛƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ through the Sacrament of Confession. But the 
temporal punishment for our sins remains even after we have been 
forgiven in Confession, which is why the priest gives us a penance to 
perform (for example, "Say three Hail Marys"). Through penitential 
practices, prayer, works of charity, and the patient endurance of suffer-
ing, we can work through the temporal punishment for our sins in this 
life. But if any temporal punishment has been left unsatisfied at the 
end of our life, we must endure that punishment in Purgatory before 
entering Heaven.                                                                                                                                                        
Purgatory Is a Comforting Doctrine It cannot be stressed enough: 
Purgatory is not a third "final destination," like Heaven and Hell, but 
merely a place of purification, where those who are "imperfectly puri-
fied . . . undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary 
to enter the joy of heaven." In that sense, Purgatory is a comforting 
doctrine. We know that, no matter how contrite we are for our sins, we 
can never fully atone for them. Yet unless we are perfect, we cannot 
enter Heaven, because nothing impure can enter into the presence of 
God. When we receive the Sacrament of Baptism, all of our sins, and 
the punishment for them, are washed away; but when we fall after 
baptism, we can only atone for our sins by uniting ourselves to Christ's 
suffering. (For more on this topic, and the scriptural basis for this 
teaching, see The Catholic View of Salvation: Was Christ's Death 
Enough?) In this life, that unity is rarely complete, but God has given 
us the opportunity to atone in the next life for those things for which 
we failed to atone in this one. Knowing our own weakness, we should 
thank God for His mercy in providing us with Purgatory.                                           
{Ŏƻǧ tΦ wƛŎƘŜǊǘ ǿǿǿΦŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎƻƴƭƛƴŜΦŎƻƳ 

 

 

 

 
ñCharm  is deceptive and beauty fleeting; the woman who     

fears the Lord is to be praised.ò Proverbs 31:30.                         
WOMEN’S CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP!                              

W.O.W. Meeting    3rd Friday    March 17,  2017                               
7:00-9:00pm       Room 111A                                                                 
Talk on Community by:                                                                                                     

Divine Intimacy Leader, Norma Casey.                                              
Please Bring Your Bible!                                                                       

W.O.W. Outreach:                                                                                 
Prayer and Fasting Against Human Trafficking,                                       
4th Saturday     March 25, 4:30-6:00pm,                                                                 
at 4300 Telephone Road        Houston TX.                                            

Adults and Teenagers мрȅǊǎΦ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ !Řǳƭǘ Supervision! 

Lam. 3:22-23,“The Lord’s acts of mercy are not exhausted, 

His compassion is not spent; They are renewed each       

morning—great is your faithfulness!” Amen.  

 
For more information womenofworship.kim@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATES 

Menôs Meeting  
Every 
Sat. 

6:30 am 

Mass For Life 
Every 
Sat. 

8:30 am 

DIG for TEENS 
Every 
Wed. 

7:00 pm 

Never Too Late Prayer 
Group 

March 
14 

10:00 am 

WOW meeting 
March 
17 

7:00 pm 

Mision Cuaresmal 
18 de 
Marzo 

9:00 am 

Hosanna 2017 April 8 8:30 am 

http://catholicism.about.com/od/baltimorecatechism/f/Question_414_BC.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/b/2010/02/11/reader-question-is-there-a-scriptural-basis-for-purgatory.htm
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p123a12.htm#1030
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/p/Sac_Baptism.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/baltimorecatechism/f/Question_154_BC.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/history/p/Benedict_XVI.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/baltimorecatechism/f/Question_231_BC.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/baltimorecatechism/f/Question_57_BC.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/p/Why_Confession.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/prayers/qt/Hail_Mary.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/p/Sac_Baptism.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/fl/The-Catholic-View-of-Salvation.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/fl/The-Catholic-View-of-Salvation.htm
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Breaking Bread  Homeless Ministries 

News From The Streetsé     

God Doesnõt Play Favorites 

By Mary Martha Primerano   
In Luke 11:9-10 

Jesus tells us that (when we pray) keep on asking, he also en-
courages us to keep on seeking and finally to keep on knock-
ing.  As a little girl, I have a fond memory of my mother explain-
ing to me that we are to always keep on knocking.  Now verse 
10 gets even better, it continues, òEveryone who asks re-
ceives.  Everyone who seeks finds.  And to everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened.ó  Jesus promises this to 
us.  When we go out to feed the homeless on Saturday morn-
ings we not only hand them a bag of groceries, but we offer 
them compassion and hope as well.  Like Calvin, who hobbled 
over to us on his cane to say hello.  He explained that he had 
surgery on his knee and some sort of metal plate was placed 
inside, making walking difficult.  He described how painful it 
can get on cold rainy nights.  After offering him food, toilet-
ries, and clothing I asked if we could pray for him and his 
knee.  I donõt ever want to miss an opportunity to believe God 
for a miracle.  Calvin agreed, and there under I-45 South our 
small group hugged Calvin and asked God to heal his 
knee.  As God sends his precious people to us--we want to 
offer all that Jesus paid the price for on Calvaryõs Cross.  I 
am       always reminded that by His stripes we are 
healed (Isaiah 53:5).  I personally have experienced His heal-
ing touch on my own bodyñon a couple of occasions.  First 
on my own knee and then in my shoulder.  And knowing that 
He is no respecter of persons (Romans 2:11)-what He has 
done for one person, he will do for another.  So even if we did 
not see Calvinõs knee 
healed at that very 
moment, we will never 
stop knocking and 
seeking Jesus for 
healing. 
If interested in volun-
teering please con-
tact:  

Walt Primerano  

713.661.7167 or  
walterprimerano@yahoo.com     Our good friend Lee!! 

Cecelia López (3/12) 

Peter  Vargas (3/12) 

Moriah Martínez (3/12) 

Isaiah Reese (3/12) 

Alejandro Mendez Jr. (3/12) 

Oscar Nunez (3/12) 

Mathew Gonzales (3/13) 

Sandy Embesi, Jr. (3/13) 

Isaiah Ruvalcaba (3/13) 

Daniel Mofor (3/13) 

Margarita Castro (3/13) 

Paula Orozco (3/13) 

Cristina Lopez (3/13) 

Aurora Ayala (3/13) 

William Vásquez (3/14) 

José Rivera (3/14) 

José Zúñiga (3/16) 

Emily Martin (3/14) 

Santiago Carrizales (3/14) 

Manuel Martínez (3/15) 

Mary Rodríguez (3/15) 

Armando Romo (3/15) 

Rebeccah Ramirez (3/15) 

Marisela Rodríguez (3/16) 

Diana Romero (3/16) 

Jesse Rodriguez (3/16) 

Dalia Villalpando (3/16) 

William Peña (3/17) 

Theresa Pampell  (3/17) 

Danisha Reséndez (3/17) 

Nicole Mendoza (3/17) 

Christian Cantu (3/17) 

Felicity Cantu (3/17) 

Toby Nwachukwu (3/18) 

Verónica Rivera (3/18) 
  

 

All Teens 13 -17 are invited  

Upper Room   Wednesdays  7:00pm  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
  

 Sunday March 5, 2017  

$14,204.00  

 

Weekly Budget: $12,000.00  

  

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

   GENEROUS SUPPORT !  

mailto:walterprimerano@yahoo.com


UPCOMING EVENTS, RETREATS at THE CCC, AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE AND MORE 

Faithful Fathering 

Lighthouse CDs 

October Pilgrimage 

Young Adult Conference 

" 
Dale Ahlquist, founder of the Ameri-

can Chesterton Society, masterfully 

presents the genius of Catholic con-

vert and 20th century literary giant 

G.K. Chesterton. He shares how this 

“King of Satire” predicted many of 

the societal ills of our day and pointed out the remedies 

for them. Discover the wisdom of this literary critic, play-

wright, novelist, Catholic theologian, and  apologist.  
Parishioner Comments 
Chesterton has a wealth of wisdom and humor! 

Monica - Wichita, KS 
With great humor, Dale Ahlquist shares the wisdom of 
this great writer and defender of the Catholic Faith! 

Donna - College Station, TX 

100
th
 Anniversary of Fatima 
OCTOBER PILGRIMAGE TO                                   
PORTUGAL & SPAIN  

Pilgrimage to Portugal & Spain 
with Fr. Michael Scherrey,                  
Companions of the Cross                  

Oct 18-30, 2017. 13 days follow-
ing in the footsteps of Saints    
Anthony of Padua, Teresa of    
Avila & John of the Cross with 
visits to Fatima, Garabandal and           

key sites of the El Camino pilgrimage trail.          
Price includes all costs except lunches.                  
Departing from Toronto $3499 CDN                   

(approx. $2820 US) per person (double occ.)     
Land only $2695 CDN  

(approx $2100 US). Limited space.  
For information contact  

Laurie Courchesne-Dooley (613)732-5739                          
e-mail lafrcodo@outlook.com 

Life Issues Conference 

Faithful Fathering Leadership Luncheon 
Hear how St. Michael Catholic 

Church and others are encouraging 

and equipping fathers in the church 

fromRick Wertz and friends of    

Faithful Fathering. 

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Wednesday, 

March 29 at St. Dominic Archdioce-

san Center, 2403 Holcombe Blvd., 

Room #140. Enjoy lunch, fellowship 

and church-specific discussion or 

engaging fathers in a sense of mission 

in the home and apostolate in family.                                  

RSVP via email: admin@faithfulfathering.org                            

or call 281-491-3237 for more information. 

mailto:lafrcodo@outlook.com
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DIOS  NOS   LLAMA  

Y  NOS  ILUMINA   

Camino hacia la Luz. -  La Cuaresma recibe todo 
su sentido de la Pascua. Si no hubiera Pascua 
tampoco habría Cuaresma, o mejor: la vida ente-
ra sería una Cuaresma sin nombre, dirección ni 
sentido.  
Estar en Cuaresma entonces es posar los ojos en 
el Señor de la Pascua. A ello nos ayuda mucho la 
visión del Cristo Transfigurado. En su misericor-
dia, Nuestro Señor quiso dejar entrever un poco 
de su victoria antes de que empezara lo más cruel 
de la batalla. Su frase final de hoy muestra bien 
cuál era el sentido de aquella experiencia única de 
luz y de gloria: "No cuenten a nadie lo que han 
visto, hasta que el Hijo del hombre haya resucita-
do de entre los muertos." Esa frase apunta al 
vínculo indisoluble entre la Transfiguración y la 
Resurrección.  
La luz grande está al final. Pero antes está el ca-
mino. Nosotros, como Abrahán en la primera lec-
tura, tenemos que hacer camino. Observemos 
mejor en qué circunstancias inicia su recorrido 
este patriarca y aprendamos de él qué puede ser-
virnos para nuestro propio itinerario.   
Caminar significa "dejar". -  Dios pone en ca-
mino a Abraham. Difícilmente podemos captar 
nosotros todo lo que podían significar aquellas pa-
labras que le dirige: "Deja tu país, a tu parentela 
y la casa de tu padre." Nuestra cultura, por lo me-
nos en Occidente, se mueve dentro de paráme-
tros de leyes conocidas y derechos universalmen-
te reconocidos. Uno sabe que aún en situaciones 
extremas hay referencias que permanecen: go-
biernos, embajadas, policía, medios de comunica-
ción. Nada de eso tenía Abraham. El día que salió 
fue casi como estarse muriendo.  
Una Cuaresma bien vivida es algo así: es un em-
peño de dejar atrás lo que ya debe quedar atrás, 
o dicho de manera más clara y fuerte, "que en 
cuanto a vuestra anterior manera de vivir, os des-
pojéis del viejo hombre, que se corrompe según 
los deseos engañosos, y que seáis renovados en 
el espíritu de vuestra mente, y os vistáis del nue-
vo hombre, el cual, en la semejanza de Dios, ha 
sido creado en la justicia y santidad de la ver-
dad" (Ef 4,22 -24). Este es también el sentido ori-
ginal de "mortificación" y de "mortificar," que no 
es otra cosa sino "dar muerte" a lo que debe mo-
rir en nosotros. El objetivo es ser nuevos pero el 
precio es admitir una cuota de muerte en lo que 
debe morir.   

ñQUE TU MISERICORDIA, SE¤OR, VENGA SOBRE NOSOTROS, COMO LO ESPERAMOS DE TIò 

Caminar significa "depender". -  Dios le dice a 
Abraham que deje su tierra pero no le muestra a 
qué tierra le habrá de llevar. Sólo le dice que se la 
mostrará. Partir, en esas circunstancias, significa 
depender. Nuestro mundo gusto de la palabra in-
dependencia y mira toda dependencia como una 
esclavitud que debe ser superada. Un resultado de 
ello es que muchas personas, más que nunca en 
la Historia, hacen su vida en una soledad impre-
sionante. Pero ese es otro tema. Lo que por ahora 
nos interesa es subrayar que este camino de re-
novación es un camino en la dependencia y en la 
obediencia (otra palabra impopular).  
Sencillamente es aquello de "ser niños," de saber-
nos y reconocernos niños, hijos de Dios. El niño 
atraviesa la ciudad inmensa y peligrosa sin temor 
porque va de la mano de la mamá. Así nosotros 
también superamos escollos y abismos de la mano 
de Dios. El otro nombre que eso tiene es 
"dependencia," "obediencia."  
En ocasiones el panorama se ensombrece. Enton-
ces aplicamos lo de Pablo en la segunda lectura de 
hoy: "Comparte conmigo los sufrimientos por la 
predicación del Evangelio, sostenido por la fuerza 
de Dios." Sabemos que esos sufrimientos nos qui-
tan peso, nos podan, nos rejuvenecen. Al final del 
camino, ya sabemos quién nos espera: "Cristo Je-
sús, nuestro salvador, que destruyó la muerte y 
ha hecho brillar la luz de la vida y de la inmortali-
dad, por medio del Evangelio."  

Padre Fr. Nelson Medina F., O.P  
  

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
Lunes: Dn 9:4b-10; Sal 79 (78):8, 9, 11, 13; Lc 6:36-38 
Martes: Is 1:10, 16-20; Sal 50(49):8-9,16bc-17,21,23; Mt 23:1-
12 
Miércoles: Jer 18:18-20; Sal 31 (30):5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28 
Jueves: Jer 17:5-10; Sal 1:1-4, 6; Lc 16:19-31 
Viernes: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Sal 105 (104):16-21;  
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Sábado: Miq 7:14-15, 18-20; Sal 103 (102):1-4, 9-12;  
 Lc 15:1-3,11-32 
Domingo: Ex 17:3-7; Sal 95 (94):1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;  
 Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 
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